CHURCH OF PEACE MESSENGER
September
2022
From Pastor

1

Steve
Church News 2
Council
Minutes
Historical

3-6

7

Corner &
Martha Society
Ladies of Peace

Council Members
&

8

President’s
Message
Bazaar News

9

Sunday
School News

10

Sunday
School
Registration
form

11

Calendar

12

Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
Have you ever been invited to a party? Of course, you have! Parties come in many shapes and sizes, and for many different reasons. I
know that my Aunt Alma threw a party when my Uncle Gus came
home from WWI. She invited all their family and friends to join in the
celebration that he survived the “Great War.”
Now, there are many other reasons to throw a party, such as, weddings, funerals, birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, grand openings,
Christmas, Easter… quite frankly, the list goes on and on. Some communities historically have a party when the harvest is complete. These
celebrations were often called “Harvest Festivals.” Maybe a title like
“The Oakfield Corn Roast” connects us to those harvest type parties.
But no matter the occasion, parties are popular for most people.
The one thing I learned about parties a long time ago is to always
wait until just before the food is served to pick a seat, that is unless
there are assigned seats. Why? Well, I am sure you have noticed that
people save seats and if you pick the wrong table, you may be forcing someone who wanted to sit with someone special to sit somewhere else. Or even worse, the people who marked their seats may
ask you to move so their acquaintances can sit next to them. And if
you are with someone, you may end up sitting apart if there are no
seats left together.
Now, that is not why I choose to find my seat last. Rather, I was
taught by the words of Jesus from Luke 14 verse 8, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the
place of honor.” To me this simple verse, placed into its context, reflects Jesus’ teachings of humility. Imagine if the entire world waited
for each other to be seated, and then served each other dinner.
What a wonderful world this would be!
So, as we enter September, remember to give thanks to God for
the harvest that sustains us and for the humility of Jesus Christ which
enabled him to bear the cross for each and every one of us. Praise
be to God!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Steve

158 S. Military Rd. Fond du Lac WI 54935 ~ 920-921-8215 ~ Fax: 920-921-8084
Website: www.uccchurchofpeace.com ~ Email: churchofpeaceucc@att.net
Facebook page: Church of Peace UCC Fond du Lac

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
FOOD PANTRY

IN OUR PRAYERS
Lucy Zahn
Tyler Detweiler
Lori Ziegler
Cindy Duffy
Amy Jo
Hollie Hanson
Jim Moon
Mary Ziegler
Edna Karl
Iris Abitz
Michael
Christine Weimer
Shirley Hanke
Evelyn Stepp
Ruth Pedix
Ray Beilke

Janet Rymer
Elise Sonnenberg
Pat Grose
Linda Schimmel
Brenna Slavik
Norberto Gonzales
Barb Dehring
Marilyn Peters
Rick Karl Jr
Sharon Hensen
Ron Rowe
Bryghtten Gyr
Daniel Pike
Pete Micolichek
John Sandberg
Bev

Come and join in wonderful food and
fellowship as Church of Peace returns to
the church dinner scene on Tuesday,
September 20, 2022. The entre’ is a Swiss
Steak Dinner prepared with a traditional
“swissing” process with special herbs
and spices served with mashed potatoes, a dinner roll, green beans and
corn. It is a true dining delight! Especially considering that dessert and a beverage are included for only $12.00.

Bill Manka
Nicole Schendel
Dan Griffin
Janet & Eugene Willis
Alice Jaber
Jeanne Detweiler
Randy Resop
Theresa Schultz
Diane Candlish
Helen Rose
George
Scott Olson
Lisa Peterson
Donna Birkholz
Joe Ule

We are very grateful to receive
donations to our food pantry.
September Food needs Frozen
Dinners. Non-food needs include Dish Soap.

Balance as of June 1, 2022: $19,970.45
Deposits in June: $6,195.75
Disbursements in June: $7,000.00
Balance as of June 30, 2022: $19,166.20
Remaining balance on Loan 6/30/2022: $878,624.41
Balance as of July 1, 2022: $19,166.20
Deposits in July: $7,922.28
Disbursements in July: $7,000.00
Balance as of July 31, 2022: $20,088.48
Remaining balance on Loan 7/31/2022: $874,735.31
Reminder
Building to Serve donations should be made using the
Building to Serve envelope or a plain envelope with the
words Building to Serve (BTS) on it
and a separate check with BTS on the memo line.
Thank you so much!!

“Game Day”
11 am Thursday, Sept. 22nd
Bring your lunch, beverage
& surprise dessert!

DEATHS
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Hollie Joy (Gross) Hanson, born
on December 2, 1952 and
passed away on July 30, 2022

COUNCIL MINUTES from the July 19, 2022
(minutes taken by Matt Moore)
Balance as of June 1, 2022: $30,129.63
Deposits in June: $12,894.55
Disbursements in June: $20,099.31
Balance as of June 30, 2022: $22,924.87

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Justin to accept the June council meeting minutes.
Motion carried.
Financial Report and Approval of Bills
A motion was made by Peter and seconded by Matt to transfer $40,000 from the Kaiser Fund to the
General Fund to cover payment for the parking lot improvements and new electronic sign
(pending congregational approval). Motion carried.
A motion was made by Peter and seconded by Justin to approve the June financial reports. Motion
carried.
Worship
Pastor Steve reminded the council about the outdoor worship service and picnic on Sunday, 8/14 at
Taylor Park. Siera and potentially the choir will provide special music.
The council agreed to conduct altar communion the next couple months.
Safety and Security
Peter reminded the council the back doors of the sanctuary leading to the Narthex should remain
open during worship. An usher can then keep an eye on the carport door during service should
anyone walk in during service.
It was reported that someone came into the church during the last TOPPS meeting looking for assistance and/or food. This was afterhours when the office was closed. The council decided that
we post a notice at the doors to inform people of the office hours and the contact if assistance is
needed. A motion was made by Justin and seconded by Peter that anytime there is no staff or
council members present, doors must remain locked. Motion carried. This should be added to
the form for new groups. We need to ensure this is communicated to all church groups.
Mike will research security camera systems.
Activities Assistant
Reviewed report from Brenda Roehl.
Pastor Steve added that Brenda is working on setting up someone to hold a presentation on human
trafficking.
Faye brought up an idea for a car show in the parking lot for church members.
Pastoral Care
Pastor Steve reported he is making more visits. The Visitation Team is also able to make more visits.
Christian Education
Pastor Steve reported that no one signed up for Vacation Bible School. Next year we need to start
the sign-up earlier.
Sunday School teachers organized and decorated the rooms yesterday.
Fellowship Hour
The coffee maker will be unplugged during the week, so the water does not evaporate. Norberto
will plug it in Sunday mornings.
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Groups in the Church Family
Ladies of Peace: Taking the summer off.
Martha’s Society: No update.
Golden Fellowship: Faye provided an update. Movie planned.
Youth: Pastor Steve reported the confirmation class is coming in for one-on-one meetings. Also, the last
Sunday in September the youth group meets. They are in need of a group leader.
Outreach
Loaves and Fishes: It was reported that around 150 people were served yesterday and about 180 at the
previous one.
OCWM: No update.
River Park: Victor reported there was no meeting scheduled for July.
Food Pantry: No update.
Stewardship Ministry Team
Matt reported on the team’s last meeting, noting they are preparing for the 8/14 outdoor worship at Taylor Park. The Dock Spiders outing was well attended. The next meeting has been pushed back to 8/2
at which time they will finalize plans for the outdoor worship service. A flyer has been created and
will be posted throughout the church.
Church Administration
Business advertising in the bulletin was discussed again and the council agreed to not allow it at the current time. This will need to be part of a larger conversation in the future.
Special Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 7/24 to vote on the purchase of the outdoor
electronic sign and to seek feedback on whether to hire people to visit members for pledges as part
of the capital campaign or have volunteers from within the church do so.
It was noted the Garden Club would like to hold their district meeting in the fellowship hall on 10/5. We
need Jackie Rymer to obtain more information on the timeframe to ensure someone is here to open
and lock the doors.
Building and Grounds
Courtyard: Victor reported he needs to find help to finish this as there will be some heavy lifting and hauling.
Bats: No further issues to anyone’s knowledge.
Lights in sanctuary: Peter will contact Leasa Electric regarding a light out under the stairs and in the sanctuary.
Pastor Steve reported on behalf of Pat S., the platform by the organ may need to be extended as it is a
safety issue.
Pastor Steve reported that the fire department conducted their inspection yesterday and there were no
violations.
Capital Campaign
Spaghetti dinner: 25 people attended the meeting, meal was delicious, and Justin’s presentation was
great. Justin noted he would like feedback on defining a successful capital campaign. He also
needs help with seeking feedback from the congregation and reaching out for grants.
Justin will respond to Jill White’s inquiry regarding proceeding with the campaign.
Comments of the Council President
Victor commented that he has only heard good things from the congregation.
Comments of the Pastor
Pastor Steve suggested moving away from streaming worship services on Facebook Live. The typical
watch time averages about 5 minutes. He asked the council to think about switching to YouTube
and post it later on Facebook. The switch will happen gradually if we decide to change.
Comments of the Council Members
None
Meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 6:30 PM.
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COUNCIL MINUTES from the August 9, 2022
(minutes taken by Matt Moore)
Balance as of July 1, 2022: $22,924.87
Deposits in July: $54,455.94
Disbursements in July: $41,921.55
Balance as of July 31, 2022: $35,459.26

Minutes of the Previous Meeting
A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Bobbi to accept the July council meeting minutes. Motion carried.
Financial Report and Approval of Bills
A motion was made by Justin and seconded by Matt to approve the July financial reports. Motion carried.
Worship
Pastor Steve reminded the council about the outdoor worship service and picnic at Taylor Park on Sunday 8/14 at 10:00am.
The council supports allowing the congregation to move around during the Passing of Christ’s Peace.
Pastor Steve reported that viewers can now make comments when watching the worship service on
YouTube.
Safety and Security
Mike reported that he researched security camera systems. Costs could be between $1,500 to $2,000 for
a centralized hub with options for viewing remotely and hard wired or Wi-Fi with batteries. An app
would need to be downloaded. He will continue to investigate options including costs for the next
meeting.
Activities Assistant
Reviewed report from Brenda Roehl. The applicable council members filled in their info on the contact
list that Brenda created.
Pastoral Care
Pastor Steve reported he conducted the funeral service for Hollie Hanson. He is still making visits.
Christian Education
Pastor Steve reported Sunday School will be held once per month. There are plans to hold Family Fun
Day every month and the youth group will meet once per month.
Groups in the Church Family
Ladies of Peace: Faye reported the group held their annual picnic at Buttermilk Creek Park.
Martha’s Society: No update.
Golden Fellowship: Faye mentioned the movie went over well. The next get-together will include a
presentation from a representative of the Salvation Army.
Youth: Pastor Steve mentioned the group will meet on the fourth Sunday in September.
Bazaar: Victor referred to the group’s meeting minutes and mentioned the Swiss Steak meal planned for
9/20 from 4pm – 7pm.
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Outreach
Loaves and Fishes: Victor commented that it has been going well. The next time Church of Peace serves
is 8/31.
OCWM: Recent collections will go toward the flooding victims in Kentucky.
River Park: Victor reported on the last meeting noting that a new pavilion will be built in Hamilton Park
along with water features. Also discussed was the redevelopment of the old casket factory on Brooke
Street.
Food Pantry: Pastor Steve inquired about raising the number of times per year a person/family can obtain
food from our food pantry. A motion was made by Justin and seconded by Mike to change the food
pantry give away frequency to once/month. Motion carried.
Stewardship Ministry Team
Matt reported on the team’s last meeting, noting they continued preparation for the outdoor worship at
Taylor Park. They also started to look ahead at future Stewardship events.

Church Administration
Pastor Steve shared his thoughts on how we lead the church.
During congregational meetings, the council agreed that we need to follow the rules of order. Additionally in the future, ballots shall be handed out when the meeting starts. Before the next congregational
meeting, it would be a good idea for the council to stand up front and ask people to stay for the
meeting as we have had difficulty obtaining a quorum of 35 people. A motion was made by Mike
and seconded by Brian to nullify the vote that occurred at the special congregational meeting on
7/24 due to the lack of a quorum. Motion carried.
Outdoor sign decision: A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Justin to table discussion until the
next meeting or after Pastor Steve obtains more info on the least agreement vs buy-out. Motion carried.
The council agreed to allow Norbert to reduce his hours by 4 hours per week. We may need to find someone to help fill in.
At the next council meeting, we will revisit the once/year communion requirement that was lifted due to
COVID.
Mike will look into Jackie Rymer’s pension.
Building and Grounds
Courtyard: Victor reported he still needs help to finish this as there will be heavy lifting and hauling.
Pastor Steve reported the lights in the sanctuary have been fixed.
Pastor Steve reported on the visit from the chemical supplier. A chemical dispenser has been installed.
They can also rent burnishers/buffers for the floors.
Capital Campaign
The council agreed to table discussion regarding the next informational meeting until the next council
meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13, 2022, at 6:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Matt Moore
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Historical Corner
Mary Strauss, Historian

“YOUTH GROUP”
Join us on the last Sunday
of each month starting

In our church is a mostly fireproof closet
where records of church proceedings are
kept. I was perusing a record book that
began in 1922 and here are some of the
findings:

September 25th at 10:00.
Confirmation age through
high school.

100 years ago there was 1taufen (baptism)
in September, a daughter Doris to M/M Ed
and Alice Quade on Sept. 3.

Martha Society

90 years ago the taufen of Roma Mae,
daughter of M/M Albert and Alma Grahl
was held on Sept. 18, 1932.

“Wake up every morning with the thought that something
wonderful is about to happen.”
--Anonymous

Who blinked!! September is upon us, and with it
the return to regular meetings for the Martha
Society. Our first meeting of the “new year” will
be September 13th when we count Penny Bags
for the year. Penny Bags consist of change collected and then donated by Martha members
throughout the previous year. It’s our key fundraiser for the year as over the last few years all
our activities have been self-funded.

80 years ago the taufen of 3 babies occurred in Sept. 1942 – John, son of Douglas
and Christine McCrary; James, son of Oscar and Dora Kimpel; and Lester, son of
Lester and Marian Abitz.
60 years ago the record book was in English and in Sept. 1962 5 baptisms were performed for Pattie Ann, daughter of Jerome
and Mary Lou Meisner; William, son of Richard and Marion Schoonover; Craig, son of
Gordon and Helen Rose; Laura, daughter
of Lorenz and Jeanette Hansel; and Kay,
daughter of Edward and Marilyn Schultz.

If you are interested in joining the Martha Society, the time is now. Please feel free to attend
our first meeting at 6:00 on September 13th. We
welcome all smiling faces.

Do you know when and where you were
baptized?

Ladies of Peace
We hope the summer refreshed both your body
and your soul. And now it is nearly fall. School
starts soon (some have already started), the
leaves are starting to turn and before you know
it, it will be time to bring out the snow shovels!
It’s also a good time to check out The Ladies of
Peace! We are a relatively small group, but a
fun group! We work hard and go home tired
some days, but it’s a good tired, knowing our
efforts will benefit the church.
Our first meeting of the year is September 6 at
11:30 at the church. Come and see if we are a
good fit for you. (We also
have yummy treats at the
meeting close!)

RUMMAGE SALE

I know it is only August, but this is just a
quick reminder to let everyone know that
we are going to have a rummage sale this
fall.
The date hasn’t been set yet but it is usually
held the first weekend in November. We
will give you all the details in the October
newsletter.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
Victor Abitz, President

abitzvictor@gmail.com

920-579-6008

Bobbi Thomma, VP

bthomma@charter.net

920-921-5544

Matt Moore, Secretary

mjmooreplus3@gmail.com

920-979-4309

Mike Petersen, Treasurer

michael.d.petersen@outlook.com

920-266-2036

Brian Fryman

bfryman341@gmail.com

920-517-3770

Liz Groeschel

elizabeth.groeschel@outlook.com

920-960-8394

Jerry Johnson

jljohnson@charter.net

920-238-9716

Peter Peterson

Peter_Peterson32@yahoo.com

920-266-2731

Justin Poirier

poirier.bubba@gmail.com

262-623-8857

Faye Smith

dzsm8445@gmail.com

920-266-6035

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Greetings everyone,
Another month has gone by, the parking lot is now completed. The next replacement will be the
new sign. We have some more events coming up.One is the Swiss Steak Dinner. The committee and council would be very happy to see a good turn out . The Bazaar is October 1. We could
use help with set up and participation . We can do a lot when we do things together. If you have
any questions please call me or one of the Council members. Be strong with our love and faith in
God.
Blessings, Victor

CONTACT LIST
If you have comments or questions about the church, please contact these people:
Envelopes, e-giving, donating to Building to Serve, renting of rooms, tables, etc.
Jackie Rymer: 920-921-8215 or churchofpeaceucc@att.net
Church expenses: Mike Petersen: 920-266-2036 or MICHAEL.D.PETERSEN@outlook.com
Building to Serve: Justin Poirier: 262-623-8857 or poirier.bubba@gmail.com
Custodian (Council Representative) regarding repairs and anything to do with the building and
grounds: Pete Peterson: 920-266-2731 or Peter_Peterson32@yahoo.com
General comments or questions and/or if you are unable to reach above contacts, please, contact Council President Victor Abitz: 920-579-6008 or abitzvictor@gmail.com
Pastoral and Spiritual Pastor Steve: 920-921-8215 or churchofpeaceuccpastor@gmail.com
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee: Linda Johnson: 920-238-9716 or jljohnson@charter.net; Brenda
Roehl: 920-929-9084 or broehl318@gmail.com
Usher Duty & HuTerra: Bobbie Thomma: 920-921-5544 or bthomma@charter.net
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CHURCH OF PEACE BAZAAR OCTOBER 1st, 2022
Bucket Raffle is looking for DONATIONS
Things you could donate
Homemade wood working things
Gift Cert. for restaurant
Sports memorabilia
Something from your business if you own one.
Tickets to sports event
Gift cards to a store
Any new item that you think people will want to win
Any homemade item
Your Name or Business will be put on a poster if you donate to this event.
CONTACT PERSONS ARE:
Patrick Hanke C/O Chair Person
Nancy Pahnke C/O chair
Bucket Raffle committee
Bucket Raffle Committee
302 superior St.
938 N water St.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
Lomira Wi 53048
920-979-0054 pathanke76@gmail.com
920-269-4885 alnan_pahnke@hotmail.com
Bazaar Heavenly Handbags
It’s time to start collecting handbags, hats, scarves, etc.. For the Church
of Peace Bazaar Oct. 1st!
There is a bin below the steps up to the church. Please place items in
good condition to sell by September 15th.
Thanks for your support

Jewelry Booth
We are taking donations!
Any jewelry accepted. Even broken pieces. We will use them! We repair broken pieces or
use them to repair other pieces. Please leave donations at the church office or call (920)
266-6035. Items will be picked up or can be dropped off at our home at 467 S Hickory St.
There is a black box on our porch to put them in. Please try to donate early so items can be
repaired, priced and cleaned if necessary. We take watches, but if they don't work please
let us know! Many Thanks! Faye & Denny Smith

9

Sunday School Page
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2022-2023
CHURCH OF PEACE
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM
Please complete this form and s e n d it a l o n g with your child on
September 18th (or the first Sunday that your child is able to
participate). Please use one form for each child.

NAME:

Last

First

Middle

_DATE OF BIRTH:____/____/_______
CURRENT GRADE _______

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip Code
CHILD LIVES WITH:(Please check appropriate box) Both Parents[ ] Mother[ ] Father[ ] Other[ ]_________
PARENT'S LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

CELL PHONE #

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET
CITY
STATE
ZIP CODE
PARENT'S LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

CELL PHONE #

ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET
CITY
STATE
ZIP CODE
EMERGENCY CONTACT & PHONE:______

__

FOOD ALLERGIES: Y N (PLEASE LIST)_____________________________________________________________
MEDICAL NEEDS: Y N (PLEASE EXPLAIN INCLUDE ANY MEDICATIONS NEEDED)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEARNING ADAPTATIONS NEEDED (PLEASE EXPLAIN) _______________________________________________
Is there any other information you wish to share with us, please note below?

PARENTAL SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
(Please check the one that best describes you)
[ ] I would like to help on Sunday mornings on a regular basis.
[ ] I can help on an occasional Sunday morning.
[ ] I cannot help Sundays but I want to help in other ways. Please get a hold of me.

Special note: A parent or guardian of children ages 3, 4 & 5 must attend Sunday School with
their children to help them learn about God and Jesus.
I give my permission for my child to participate in Sunday School and be treated in case of
emergency.
Parents or Guardians signatures _________________________________________Date__/____/_____
Parents or Guardians signatures _________________________________________Date__/____/_____

Sunday School 2022
New Format Announcement!

Starting this fall, Sunday School will be meeting

one time a month

from 10:00am-12:00pm. At 11:30am students and their families will
join for a time of fellowship and eat lunch together. During our
lesson time, students will rotate around to fun and engaging
stations to learn about the bible in all different ways!

Sunday School
Kickoff Cookout!
Sunday, September 11
10:00am-12:00pm

2022-2023 Sunday School Dates
September 18

December 18

March 19

October 16

January 15

April 16

November 20

February 19

May 21

December 24-Christmas Eve Service
All Sunday School students will participate in a Christmas
Program during the earliest service that evening-time is TBD.

September 2022
Sunday

Monday
Aug 2022
S M T W T
1 2 3 4

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

4

9
16
23
30

F
5

Tuesday

S
6

10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27
31

5
8:45 AM Worship

Oct 2022
S M T W T
2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

6
Office Closed

Communion
Sunday

11

Wednesday

1
F

S
1

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

8
8:30 AM River
Park Meeting
6:30 PM Boy
Scout Meeting

12

13
11:30 AM Ladies of
Peace Meeting

8:45 AM Worship
10:00 AM Family
Fun Day

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

5:30 PM -7:00
PM TOPS
Meeting

7
6:30 PM Bazaar
Meeting

Thursday

14
1:30 PM Clergy
Cluster

6:00 PM Martha
Society Meeting

5:30 PM -7:00
PM TOPS
Meeting

15
5:30 PM -7:00
PM TOPS
Meeting

6:30 PM Council
Meeting

18

19

20
4:00 PM -7:00 PM
Swiss Steak
Dinner

8:45 AM Worship
10:00 AM -11:00 AM
Sunday School

21
6:30 PM Boy
Scout Meeting

6:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

22
11:00 AM Golden
Fellowship
"Game Day"
5:30 PM -7:00
PM TOPS
Meeting
Blood Drive

25
8:45 AM Worship
10:00 AM Youth
Group
Bazaar Set-up
following worship

26

27
Messenger
Articles Due!

28

29
5:30 PM -7:00
PM TOPS
Meeting

30
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